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Document:  

Summary (Facts only) 
What type of historical document is the source? 

What specific information, details and/or perspectives does 
the source provide?What is the subject and/or purpose of 
the source? 

Who was the author and/or audience of the source? 

What does it tell us? 

Context 
When and where was the source produced? 

Why was the source produced? 

What was happening within the immediate and broader 
context at the time the source was produced? 

What information can place the source in time and place? 

Where, when, why, and by whom was it produced? 

Infer 
What is suggested by the source? 

What interpretations may be drawn from the source? 

What perspectives or points of view are indicated in the 
source? 

 What inferences may be drawn from absences or 
omissions in the source? 

What can we read “between the lines”? 

 

Monitor 
What additional evidence beyond the source is necessary 
to answer the historical question? 

What ideas, images, or terms need further defining from 
the source? 

How useful or significant is the source for its intended 
purpose in answering the historical question? 

What questions need to be revisited for it to make sense? 

What bias is there, and what info is missing? 
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Corroborate 
 

What similarities and differences between the sources exist? 

What factors could account for these similarities and differences? 

What conclusions can be drawn from the accumulated interpretations? 

What additional information or sources are necessary to answer more fully the guiding historical question? 

 

After analyzing all of the documents, what seems to have happened? What is the “truth”? 
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