Berlin Conference Activity

Foreign invasions were prevented for a long time due to Africa's geography, but because of its size, surface features, climate, resources, and strategic importance, it became a prime candidate for conquest by ambitious Europeans.  Although Africa is physically remote from the power centers of Europe, North America, and Asia, it is surrounded by water and can therefore be reached easily from the other continents.  This meant that the Europeans needed to establish rules for dealing with one another if they were to avoid constant bloodshed and competition for African resources.  

The Berlin Conference was a meeting of 14 nations to establish those ground rules, discuss territorial disputes in Africa, negotiate questions and end confusion over the control of Africa.  At the request of Portugal, German chancellor Otto von Bismark called together the major western powers of the world.  The meeting was held in Berlin, Germany, from November 1884 to February 1885 and included representatives from the United States and such European nations as Britain, France, and Germany. The stated purpose of the meeting was to guarantee free trade and navigation on the Congo and on the lower reaches of the Niger.

At the time of the conference, 80% of Africa remained under traditional and local control. 

Your task today is to recreate this conference and divide Africa according to the interests of your assigned country.  

Your group will draft a proposal that explains the rules that you feel European countries should follow when colonizing Africa and which parts of Africa you reasonably believe your country should be able to colonize. 

The proposal should include:

· No more than two rules that you feel European countries should follow when colonizing the land. 
· Shade the regions on the map provided that you feel your country should maintain and control.

· Explain why your group would like to colonize this region.

· Explain why the other representatives should allow your country to colonize this region. 

Things to consider when drafting your proposal:

· Be sure to create rules that your country is willing and able to follow

· Location, Location, Location

· Natural Resources

· The needs of your country

· The regions that you already control

· The information on your country’s information card

Once the proposals have been drafted, the groups will meet together to negotiate and divide the land. 

Germany

You have called on all of the major European powers to meet and create a plan to divvy up Africa in order to prevent war. The European powers are interested in gaining access to raw materials and resources for their industrialization. 

As a rising power, you were “late to the party” as it were, and so your main goal is to simply get into the colonial game. While you are not considered the most powerful, your neighbors respect your military. You have some control of coastal southwestern Africa and coastal east Africa and seek to maintain control of these areas.

France

Germany has called a conference of all the major European powers to negotiate and create a process for the partition of Africa into European colonies or spheres of influence. The European powers are interested in gaining access to raw materials and resources for their industrialization. 

You have been one of the most powerful (if not the most powerful) European nations for centuries. France has colonial outposts along the west coast of Africa and extending inland approximately 500 miles east of Lake Chad. You would like to keep these areas, and expand if possible. 
Your military is world-class, as your neighbors in Europe remember from the Napoleonic Wars. You and Great Britain are the two superpowers of Europe.

Great Britain

Germany has called a conference of all the major European powers to negotiate and create a process for the partition of Africa into European colonies or spheres of influence. The European powers are interested in gaining access to raw materials and resources for their industrialization. 

You are most concerned about maintaining control of the Suez Canal (it has been under your control since 1875) and the surrounding territory. The canal connects the Atlantic Ocean, Mediterranean, Red, and Arabian Seas providing important shipping routes. 
You have expanded your control around the canal, throughout Egypt and south into the Sahara to create a buffer zone against French expansion. 
You want holdings from the Cape (southern tip of Africa) to Egypt. You have outposts in West Africa and are in conflict with the Dutch for control of the Cape of Africa.

 

Portugal

Germany has called a conference of all the major European powers to negotiate and create a process for the partition of Africa into European colonies or spheres of influence. The European powers are interested in gaining access to raw materials and resources for their industrialization. 

Centuries ago you were a major European power, but that is the distant past. Now your power has faded, though your colony of Brazil is extremely valuable. 

You have, and would like to keep, a presence on the west coast, southwest coast, and the southeast coast.

Netherlands/Dutch

Germany has called a conference of all the major European powers to negotiate and create a process for the partition of Africa into European colonies or spheres of influence. The European powers are interested in gaining access to raw materials and resources for their industrialization. 

A small nation, you are more of an economic force than a military one. Even so, your neighbors would like to avoid war. You have a long history in the Cape region of Africa dating back to the 1600s. You are presently struggling for control of the area against the British.

 

Belgium

Germany has called a conference of all the major European powers to negotiate and create a process for the partition of Africa into European colonies or spheres of influence. The European powers are interested in gaining access to raw materials and resources for their industrialization. 

Led by King Leopold, you want access to the mineral and rubber resources of the interior tropical rainforest in the Congo River basin, which is mostly unexplored jungle. You are also interested in the ivory trade (elephant tusks).

 

Spain

Germany has called a conference of all the major European powers to negotiate and create a process for the partition of Africa into European colonies or spheres of influence. The European powers are interested in gaining access to raw materials and resources for their industrialization. 

Similar to Portugal, you are no longer as dominant as you once were. Still, you have a well-respected navy. Currently pre-occupied with your rebelling colonies in the Americas, you wouldn’t mind expanding into Africa but probably lack the resources to do much with it. 
Italy

Germany has called a conference of all the major European powers to negotiate and create a process for the partition of Africa into European colonies or spheres of influence. The European powers are interested in gaining access to raw materials and resources for their industrialization. 

A young nation with a proud history, you really want the Horn of Africa. You don’t have much of a military.
Lesson Plan:

Day 1:

· Scramble for Africa video

· Berlin Conference Reading

· Provide handout and review directions

· Divide class into groups (8 groups of 4)
· Pass out maps- use atlas & resource map as guide- shade in blank map
· Time to create proposal = 15 minutes

Day 2:

· Each group presents proposal = 1 minute each

· Debate over land- ambassadors from each countries help settle disputes
· Final proposal (inc. rules)
· Review actual maps and rules that came out  of Berlin Conf.

· Discussion questions: complete as homework

Day 3:

· Discuss HW questions

· How does this affect Africa today?
· Start Congo movie

Name____________________

Berlin Conference Questions

Answer the following questions.  Answers should be thoughtful and in complete sentences.  

1. What similarities do you see between your Berlin Conference and the outcome of the actual conference?  What differences? 
2. Why did the United States get involved with the conference but not receive or take any land?
3. Who was not represented at the conference? Why? 
4. What challenges did the outcomes of the Berlin Conference create for the indigenous people of Africa? 
5. How do you think this conference might still affect the African people today? 

